Over Forty Men Call
The Holy Spirit
Or maybe the Holy Spirit called men to Assumption Parish,
Eden Valley last Saturday, February 17! At any rate, a large
crowd was on hand for an Ecclesia Domestica Retreat under the theme Calling the Holy Spirit. They
heard engaging talks and responded during informal small group sessions.
Starting the day with Rosary, Ecclesia man Jesse Morgan described the impact of Marian devotion
on his wife and kids, his job, his spiritual life, and his walk with our Lord.
Deacon Craig Korver followed up with a passionate call to “Go the Distance”
spiritually, which formally kicked off the day. We CAN be perfect, but only
through Jesus, Deacon Craig explained. “Pope Benedict said the world offers
comforts, but Catholic men were made for PERFECTION.” And the way to that
perfection, Deacon insisted, was to convert
from being Saul which means ‘great one’, to
being Paul, which means ‘small one.’
Small groups allowed each man to react to
points made during the teachings. There were six such groups,
which met after each talk. Each used a small group leader to
organize and moderate the discussions.
Brett Hallberg of Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Battle Lake, gave an absorbing teaching about his
recognition of the Holy Spirit’s calling. He described it as “the full spectrum of the church, the full
color and rainbow of our faith.” What a wonderful image of the majesty we have in the Bride of
Christ. What we do – or what we do NOT do – to the least of our brothers makes all the difference,
Brett felt.
Lunch by the church ladies was complimented by personal testimonies from
two Ecclesia men, Nate Roy and Paul Rhoda of Assumption Parish, Morris.
Father Aaron Nett gave the story of his call to the priesthood right afterwards.
What a devoted son of our Lord Jesus! A group of men, each belonging to
prayer groups in different parishes, spoke next about the fulfillment of men
spiritually sharpening each other through parish men’s prayer groups.
The talks wrapped up with a manly call to Catholic action from Ecclesia
Domestica President Kevin Olson. “Where are you, and where do you want to
go?” he asked. Holy Mother Church is ready to take you there. Eucharistic
Adoration followed, with a reflection from Fr. Jerry Mischke. Each man received prayer for
personal needs and intercession, and many went to confession. Following the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, the retreat ended with the men joining the Assumption Parish for Mass.

